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Blues teach hockey, donate equipment to school

McNair Elementary students recently were introduced to street hockey during a week-long
program thanks to the St. Louis Blues and the team’s Street Blues program. Students in 3rd, 4th,
and 5th grade were given lessons in stick-handling, passing, and shooting and then competed in
full games during P.E. class. P.E. teacher Nick Scott registered McNair for the program as a way
to allow students to try something new. “l hope this gives our students an opportunity they may
not have ever had,” Scott said. As part of the program, the school received an entire set of hockey
sticks, goalie pads and masks, and two goals, allowing McNair to incorporate hockey into its P.E.
curriculum in the future. “I think it's very important to get our students involved in our community
and to have our community involved with our students,” Scott said.
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Healthcare Careers

Stacie Gorden, LPC

Where do you work? I
am the owner, clinical
director and counselor
at Of A Sound Mind
Counseling.

Where did you go to
school? I graduated
from Hazelwood East
High School and earned
a Bachelor of Liberal
Arts from UMKC, Kansas
City, MO, a Master of
Business Administration from Fontbonne University
in St. Louis and a Master of Arts in Counseling
from Lindenwood University in St. Louis.

What does a licensed professional counselor do?
A part of my practice is going into the schools and
working with students on any mental health issues
they may be going through. This could include
learning how to manage stressors, working on
communication skills, or dealing with traumas they
may have endured. We utilize individual sessions,
mediation, and even role play.

Why did you choose this career? The career

actually chose me; it was not on my radar at all. I
was divinely shown that I could take my natural
ability to listen and help others work through
things, and utilize that to support those in need.

l What is your favorite part of the job you have?
I love being able to work with our community
and educate them on taking care of their mental
health. I also enjoy encouraging, motivating, and

helping people understand that no matter what

they are going through, or how bad it may seem, to
never give up, THERE IS HOPE!!!

http://www.stlamerican.com/eedition

St. Louis American
St. Louis City County
St. Louis, MO
Circulation: 70,200
Frequency: Weekly
January 24, 2019


http://www.stlamerican.com/eedition

CoMMuNITY News
COMMUNITY News

January 23,2019

Family-Owned & Operated

learn

Supplying the tools to

Shace 2007, DntSemact hac beem able 1o provide sver t3) miles dollan worth of fiee uhoal pphe m the 52 Loak arva.

Sabmend poca>

Hazelwood-based KidSmart brings school supplies into over 3,000 underserved

classrooms in need

By Charlotte Beard

KadSmart, currently based out of Hand
wood, s the only free cducational supply
store tn Missourt and 8 was darted back In
2002 by Jenntfer Miller. Ml Laux, Disecior of
Charttable Civing for the onpotation sales
Ut 1 1s operatied by five conployecs with the
hdlp of 2 host of volunleers and sponsors.

“Tenntfer was a teacher i the Rodkwood
Schoal Destrict,” sated Laux of the founder,
“and was so blown away by the fact that she
had many students coming 1o chass withouw!
schoal supplics - they didml cven have the
tools that are csenttal for learning. She was
experiencing this in her own dassroom and

fguring cut that righl now there are over
90,000 chikdren in S Louts that do ot have
school supphies. That's enough 1o @l Busch
Stadium twece™

laux shared that stace 2002, Miller has
been able %o provide over $57 million daol
lars worth of free school supplics in the SU
Louts arca.

“We redy heavily on our volunicer staif,
which Is amazing, and doswoes In the SU Louts
arca. We've ot corporate volunieers and in
dividal volunteers that (in) what they bring
1o the table ts mind blowing - 1's awescene™

Vol s come o KidSmart's warchouse

fcdt this passiom and need 1o be able 1o pro
vide her siadents with school supples that
they needed. ‘T hat (passion) transformad Inlo

1o halp In vartous ways not limited 10 unload

ing, packing and stocking schoal supplics.
laux stated, “We also have corporate vol

unteers who show up it the schools with us 1o
delver sspplies 1o the kads. [n 2018 we pushed
Into almost 3,000 dassrooms; we were able 1o
being free school supplics dircctly inlo these
chsrooes”

"This school ddvery prograen that XidSmart
began last year, On the Gol, 5 one of ther
clght programs and parinenhips. 1 ts a part
mership with Kids Vigoa for Life and Amer
soorps VISTA. The programis tnack takes is
services on the mad o chsmooms. A day
s coondinated with cach school KidSmart
sponsces for the weekly program.

“In 2018, we adso bumched pop up shops
becanse we've scen thal teachers kve that

Seo SUPTLYING page 7

Serving North & Northwest St. Louis County | kREE Online at mycnews.com | Vol. 98 No. 4 | 636-279-1 775

https://mycnews.com/st-louis-county/

Weekly Since 1921

Recipe, Movie & Sedck.
Py.F-1

CLASSIFIEDS AND HOMNE
& GARDEN. Pg.F-2/%3

Moacte Dnlife, Yegqs &
Crossword Pursde. Pg. 4
FRIDAY
2 Mot
W s
SATURDAY
Chanceof Srow
2917
SUNDAY
i
FasTWary Wearme
by mmlﬂ N
mkfr e s
T8 W etk weson

FRONT PAGE STORY
Confirmed with
Jessica Murphy at
KidSmart, these
photos were taken
at Keeven, Jana
and Brown.

St. Louis County Community News

St. Charles County
O'Fallon, MO
Circulation: 30,000
Frequency: Weekly
January 24, 2019


https://mycnews.com/st-louis-county/

CoMMuNITY News
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experience,” Laux shared of the initiative that uses approximately
100 volunteers. “We would just show up at one of our corporate
sponsors parking lots and in three hours we were able to distribute
about $300,000 worth of school supplies”

Crafts with Conviction, another of KidSmart’s programs, utilizes
over 1,000 offenders in Missouri correctional facilities every year
who donate over 500,000 hours of their time to create educational
and learning materials.

“Crafts with Conviction is something we do with the Missouri
Department of Corrections,” stated Laux. “We have inmates work-
ing on projects for us. Some of them have told us that they enjoy
working on these projects for kids because they think [their] child
may be getting to use some of (the) things that (they’re) making. It’s
been a really important project for us”

Laux shared that any school that is 70 percent free or reduced
lunch, is state certified, and has a self-contained classroom teacher,
is eligible for KidSmart. The organization currently provides school
supplies to 161 schools in the St. Louis area. The goal is to expand
regionally.

“We have found that the need is great in a lot of rural areas and
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across the state in general,” stat-
ed Laux.

Though KidSmarts current exact location is
undisclosed to the general public, the organi-
zation is working on buying a building that will
have a giant warchouse at which teachers can
“shop” free for their students. A big capital cam-
paign is underway to raise money for the build-
ing initiative.

“School supplies are consumable,” stated Laux.
“(Kids) may go through a couple pencils in one
month. A lot of times people will focus on that
back-to-school time, but we find that teachers
really need us in January, and February because

the glue sticks have been gone through and the crayons are gone. So, it’s a constant
need. The mobile way of delivering the supplies to the school can be costly. Were
always looking for underwriting sponsors.”

One of the biggest ways that KidSmart is financially supported, enabling them to
provide school supplies for kids, is through Joe Buck’s annual back-to-school celeb-
rity event. Plans are currently underway for the annual event.

Laux stated, “We run on donations and volunteer efforts. We truly believe that
education is the way to break the cycle of poverty. So, if there are individuals, orga-
nizations or corporate groups that want to donate or be a part of volunteering for
KidSmart, we would love to have them.”

KidSmart may be contacted at info@kidsmartstl.org or by phone at 314-291-6211.
Donations or volunteer sign-up is also available on their website: https://kidsmart-
stl.org/volunteer.
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‘Street Blues’ program brings street hockey to

McNair Elementary

McNair Elementary students recently were in-
troduced to street hockey thanks to the St. Louis
Blues and the team’s Street Blues program.

Two members of the Blues Street Team visited
the school Jan. 7 to start a week-long program of
teaching street hockey during P.E. class.

Students in third, fourth and fifth grade were
given lessons in stick-handling, passing, and
shooting.

At the end of the lessons, students were able to
take what they had learned and compete in full
games against one another.

P.E. teacher Nick Scott registered McNair for
the program as a way to allow students to try
something new.

“T hope this gives our students an opportunity
they may not have ever had,” Scott said. “T want

them to enjoy P.E. and the different sports P.E.
encompasses.”

As part of the program, the school received an
entire set of hockey sticks, goalie pads and masks,
and two goals, allowing McNair to incorporate
hockey into its P.E. curriculum in the future.

The Street Blues initiative began in 2015 as a
way to get St. Louis-area students introduced to
and interested in playing hockey.

Scott said it's a great opportunity to provide an
experience for students, get active, and partner
with the community.

“I think it’s very important to get our students
involved in our community and to have our com-
munity involved with our students;” he said. “The
St. Louis Blues are an amazing organization that
always wants to give back”

Photo courtesy Hazelwood School Distrct St. Louis County Community News

McNair PE. teacher Nick Scott works with students on their passing skills
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Members of the Blues Street Team visited McNair Elementary on Jan. 7 to start a
week-long program of teaching street hockey during P.E. class. (Full story and more

photos on page 10.)

http://www.flovalleynews.com/

Independent News
St. Louis County
Florissant, MO
Circulation: 38,000
Frequency: Weekly
January 24, 2019


http://www.flovalleynews.com/

News

%lndependent

Four East High School Reps
Awarded Drum Major Award

Four representatives of Hazelwood East High School received
the MLK Drum Major of Service Award on Sunday,Jan. 20 during
a Justice Sunday Observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

East High School principal Chauncey Granger, business
education teacher Robert Payne, school safety officer Daymon
McGhee, and parent Mrs. Maye Walter were all recognized.

The award recognizes an individual’s commitment
and service to their community; all four recipients were
selected by Hazelwood School District administration.

Justice Sunday is an annual event for the National
Alliance of Faith and Justice in honor of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and his life of service to others.
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Hazelwood School District Support
Staff of the Year Announced

The Hazelwood School District 2018-2019
Support Staff of the Year recipients have
been chosen. “Our support staff are vital to
the mission of Hazelwood School District
and helping to provide a safe and supportive
learning environment,” Superintendent
Nettie Collins-Hart said. “It is with great
pride we recognize these individuals whose
contributions influence students, teachers,
and administrators every single day.”

Support Staff of the Year

Recipients:

Security
* Ladonna Vaughn
Social Worker
* Carla Sheppard (North Middle School)
Nurse
* Dee Davis (West High School)

http://www.flovalleynews.com/

Maintenance

* Christopher Kahl

Transportation

* Denise Jennings

Food Service

® Christine Dalton (Grannemann and
Keeven Elementary)

Custodial

* Martel Coleman (East High School)

* David Mann (Garrett Elementary)
Teacher Assistant/Building Aide

* Nathaniel Williams (Larimore Elementary)
* Lisa Hackmeister (McNair Elementary)
Clerical

* Alecia White (District Communications)

* Keisha Jackson (Arrowpoint Elementary)

* Paula Manis (West High School)
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Christian Hospital Foundation Awards
Scholarships to 4 Local Students

The Christian Hospital Foundation hosted
its second annual “Embracing the Dream —
The Beloved Community” Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Celebration Luncheon on Friday, Jan.
18, from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in the Detrick
Building Atrium, 11133 Dunn Rd. The sold
out event was a celebration of inspiration,
hope and healing for the community. Rev. Dr.
William J. Barber II, president of Repairers
of the Breach, was the keynote speaker; and
Evangelist Mary Tillman, "Your" Radio Angel
95.5 FM, served as mistress of ceremonies.

Scholarships were awarded at
the celebration to the following

http://www.flovalleynews.com/

local students, who were
selected by their school  districts:
* Lauryn Forrest, Ferguson-Florissant
School District
* Carlenzia Gilbert, Hazelwood School
District
¢ Taylor Edwards, Trinity Catholic High
School
¢ Kyle Shaw, St. Louis Community College-
Florissant Valley

Drum Major for Service Awards were
also given out to honor unsung individuals
who have given their time, talents and
treasure in service of justice and equality.
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‘Street Blues’ Program Brings
Street Hockey to McNair School

McNair Elementary students were introduced
to street hockey thanks to the St. Louis Blues
and the team's Street Blues program. Two
members of the Blues Street Team visited the
school Jan. 7 to start a week-long program
of teaching street hockey during PE. class.

Students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade were
given lessons in stick-handling, passing, and
shooting. At the end of the lessons, students
were able to take what they had learned and
compete in full games against one another.

PE. teacher Nick Scott registered McNair
for the program as a way to allow students
to try something new. "I hope this gives our
students an opportunity they may not have
ever had,” Scott said. "I want them to enjoy
P.E. and the different sports P.E. encompasses.”

Mcair P.E. teacher Nick Scott works with students
on their passing skills.

http://www.flovalleynews.com/

As part of the program, the school received
an entire set of hockey sticks, goalie pads and
masks, and two goals, allowing McNair to
incorporate hockey into its P.E. curriculum in
the future. The Street Blues initiative began in
2015 as a way to get St. Louis-area students
introduced to and interested in playing hockey.

Scott said it's a great opportunity to
provide an experience for students, get
active, and partner with the community. "I
think it's very important to get our students
involved in our community and to have our
community involved with our students,” he
said. "The St. Louis Blues are an amazing

organization that always wants to give back.”
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'‘What is happening is outside of the school
property;’ North County district official
addresses concerns about cyberbullying

) - Northwest nge]wood ’
Hazeﬁlm School

HAZELWOOD (KMOV.com) - Tia Wade says her daughter has had suicidal thoughts as a direct result of
cyberbullying at her school, Hazelwood Northwest Middle.

“It’s been rough, it’s been depressing,” said Wade.

Wade is one of at least four parents who reached out to News 4 after we reported on concerns over
online bullying among students.

“The whole Hazlewood School District has a problem with cyberbullying,” said Wade.

News 4 wanted to address the issue with the district’s Superintendent, Dr. Nettie Collins Hart. She
declined an interview but the district released the following statement:

"The Hazelwood School District does not condone bullying or cyberbullying, and any statement
regarding or relating to these issues is taken seriously and investigated accordingly. In response to
concerns raised at Northwest Middle School, school administration has followed district behavior policy
and taken disciplinary action in line with these policies. The school also has provided additional
intervention including counseling for students focused on conflict mediation."

Hazelwood School Board President Mark Behlmann says the district is taking action to control cyber
bullies at the school.

“What is happening is outside of the school property, kids are doing the cyberbullying, whether it’s in
the morning or in the evening,” said Behlmann.

Behlmann says the assistant superintendents have been tasked to address the problem and that the
school board will address this when it meets in February.

https://www.kmov.com/news/what-is-happening-is-
outside-of-the-school-property-north/article 5a400188-
1f86-11e9-900d-ebceda71a3e2.html
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